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game back from injury was
record 13 tackles, including two
for loss. Against No. 2 Ohio
State. In the Nittany Lions’ sig-
nature post-Paterno-era win.
“After that game, you really

saw the mindset of the team
change,” Cabinda noted. “You
saw the confidence grow.”
The Buckeyes were the third

victim of an eventual Penn State
nine-game winning streak. Win
No. 9 was the Big 10 champi-
onship, which punched the
Nittany Lions’ Rose Bowl ticket.
In the two weeks after Ohio

State, the Lions held Purdue and
Iowa to a combined 76 rushing
yards. Cabinda had nine tackles
in both games; his nine against
Purdue led Penn State.
“Honestly, I knew it [would be

a special year] since camp,”
Cabinda replied. “It was the most
talented team we had since I had
been at Penn State. You could
see the resilience and the mindset
of the guys. Guys were never
ready to let up and the heads
were never down.”
In Penn State’s thrilling 38-31

defeat of Wisconsin in the Big 10
title game, the Nittany Lions
trailed 28-7 in the second quar-
ter.
An economics major, Cabinda

draws rave reviews for his natu-

ral leadership and his sweat equi-
ty in Penn State’s success.
“Eighth grade is where I start-

ed to grow into my body,”
Cabinda remembered. “I was
always a kid who started at the
bottom and earned his way up to
the top. I was never that kid who
people said I was going to be a
Division I prodigy.
“With the kids I grew up with,

the best kids were the hardest
workers,” he continued. “I saw
that if I wanted to be the best on
the team, I was going to have to
outwork everybody.”
“Culture driver” is a phrase

that Cabinda uses to describe
leadership.
“What made my teams at

Hunterdon Central so successful
is that we had guys who were
culture drivers,” Cabinda contin-
ued. “The best players were the
ones who did the right things.
We didn’t have captains or star
players who were screwing up on
Saturday nights.
“I always thought that being a

leader meant being that example.
You had to do everything right
whether somebody was watching
or no one was watching. My
coaches instilled in me that you
see what your true character is,”
Cabinda concluded, “when no
one is watching.”
The Nittany Lions star made a

very public character move last

Christmas by announcing his
return for his senior season. One
service ranked Cabinda as the
eighth-best inside linebacker in
the 2017 NFL Draft. Although he
was a sure lock to be selected,
Cabinda had unfinished business
in Happy Valley.
“I hadn’t graduated yet,”

Cabinda explained. “The No. 1
thing I came for, when I made
the decision to come to Penn
State, was to get that degree, so I
would be able to have that to fall
back on once football is over.
And playing for those fans,
knowing how many of my guys
are coming back and the oppor-
tunity we have this year played a
huge factor, as well. It made it a
pretty easy decision.”
Appropriately, Penn State’s

commencement is around
Mother’s Day. If anyone is
tougher than the Lions co-cap-
tain, it may be Jason’s mother,
Natalie, an educator.
“Seeing what my mom has

gone through and having to work
multiple jobs to keep a roof over
my head. The sacrifices that she
has made – coming from
Cameroon – so my two sisters
and I could have better opportu-
nities, I owe it to her,” Cabinda
said. “I owe it to her to work this
hard because she didn’t come all
the way over here for us to be
slacking.”

Last week’s spread on the Bucks
5K Series on page B1 contained

a couple of inaccuracies. 
These are the corrected captions.
For a complete list of the win-
ners, visit bucks5kseries.com.
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Penn Community hits hole-in-one

Penn Community Bank Executive Vice President and Chief Relationship Officer Todd R. Hurley,
right, presents a check for $22,500 to, from left, Family Service Association of Bucks County Board
President Michael J. Mattie, Chief Advancement Officer Joanne Bogrett and President and CEO
Audrey J. Tucker during the nonprofit’s annual fundraiser, the Drive for Youth Golf Outing, on June 5
at Jericho National Golf Club in New Hope. With offices in Bristol, Langhorne, Doylestown and
Quakertown, Family Service aids nearly 30,000 people across Bucks County each year. While the
organization may be best known for running the Bucks County Emergency Homeless Shelter in
Levittown, it also offers a variety of programs aimed at increasing opportunities for adults, protecting
seniors, reducing substance abuse, improving the lives of those with mental illness, preparing chil-
dren for the future and more. As part of its ongoing support for Family Service, Penn Community
Bank served as a major sponsor for its golf outing, one of the organization’s primary fundraisers.

Cabinda carries on tradition at Penn State

Bill Hahn: Motorsports News
The King gets his crown
The “King of the Outlaws”

finally got the call from the Hall.
In front of family and friends,

Steve Kinser was inducted into
the Motorsports
Hall of Fame of
America on June
28 in Daytona
Beach, Fla. I was
one of his biggest
fans, along with a
lot of you folks.
Kinser, who

had a tremendous career running
in the World of Outlaws (WoO)
Sprint Car Series, holds many
records, including 20 WoO
championships and 12 Knoxville
Nationals wins. He also owns
four Williams Grove National
Open wins (I have seen every
one) and seven Kings Royal
wins. In addition, the
Bloomington, Ind., native scored
an upset victory in the
International Race of Champions
(IROC) at Talladega in 1994
over the best in NASCAR and
IndyCar. Now that he is retired, I
wish that we could see him race
just one more time.
Donny Schatz walked away

with the $50,000 winner’s check
after dominating the 34th annual
Kings Royal for the World of
Outlaws series on Saturday at
Ohio’s Eldora Speedway. I was
glad to hear that local Sprint car
racer Ryan Smith had a very
good run, finishing fifth and col-
lecting $10,000.
Quakertown’s Rick Laubach

had a great run on Saturday. He
won the Big Block show at
Bridgeport Speedway.
I was pleased to hear that local

racer Jim Housworth was the
featured driver at the fans’ meet

and greet at Grandview
Speedway.
While I was in South Carolina,

Pennsylvania Speedweek kicked
into gear, with Kyle Larson win-
ning at Path Valley, Lincoln and
Grandview and Lance Dewease
winning at Hagerstown and Port
Royal. I heard that the
Grandview show was a real bat-
tle between Larson and Perkasie
racer Ryan Taylor.
Old pal Lou Cicconi Jr. finally

got into the winner’s circle at
New Egypt Speedway. The
Lower Bucks racer had been in
the hunt for a long time.
Pipersville’s Danny Bouc had a
nice run, as well.
Joe Gibbs Racing finished first

and second in the Overton’s 200
NASCAR XFINITY race at New
Hampshire Motor Speedway.
Kyle Busch took the checkers;
Ryan Preece was runner-up.
Also out of NASCAR, in a bit

of a stunner, Matt Kenseth
announced that he probably will
not return to Joe Gibbs Racing in
2018. The 2003 NASCAR series
champion and 38-time winner is
one of the best. You never know,
though ... things might change.
Wouldn’t it be something if he
gets into the seat of the No. 88
Chevrolet for Hendrick
Motorsports? Cool, eh?
It was great to see that the

folks at the Kutztown
Fairgrounds honored veteran
racer Kenny Brightbill for his 50
years of dirt track racing.
I was sad to hear that USAC

midget driver Paul Graybrook
was killed in a crash at the
Illinois State Fairgrounds. It’s
not all fun and games.
Remember to thank a veteran.

Male 15-19: Ankush Maltesh,
second, and Carter Moore,
first.

Female 9-11: Isabelle Cavallo,
third, and Malia Mulcahy, sec-
ond.

Corrections

Superheroes go for a run in state park
The Court
Appointed
Special
Advocates
(CASA)
Superhero 5K
Run and 1
Mile Fun
Run/Family
Walk on June
11 in Titusville,
N.J., rallied
close to 100
local volun-
teers and sev-
eral corporate
teams, includ-
ing HDR, left,
to raise funds
to help kids in
foster care find
permanent and
safe homes.
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