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Team effort has propelled 
the United Way of Bucks 
County’s success in helping 
those in need for the past 65 
years, says Brian Jeter, chair-
man of the UW board. 

Friday’s turnout of more 
than 250 people for the kick-
off breakfast for the United 
Way’s Bucks Knocks Out 
Hunger campaign marked 
the start of the next 65 years 
of doing good for people 
throughout the county who 
need assistance, he said.

“It’s really a wonderful 
collection of community 
partners,” Jeter said as the 
anniversary breakfast con-
cluded at the Spring Mill 
Manor in Northampton. 
“We really had a strong 
business showing today.”

The United Way plans to 
prepare 100,000 meals and 
provide more than 54,000 
pounds of local produce, 
lean proteins and dairy 
products to local pantries 
this year through the BKOH 
effort. 

On June 30, hundreds of 
volunteers will descend on 
Delaware Valley University 
for a day of packing non-
perishable meals that those 
in need can easily heat up to 
prepare when needed. The 
meals will include pasta, 
oatmeal and other healthy 
grains as well as tomato and 
other sauces. 

People can sign up to vol-
unteer to pack meals and/or 
donate to the United Way’s 
goal of raising $75,000 to 
cover the cost of the project, 
which will help 10 percent 
of Bucks County’s resi-
dents — of which 16 percent 
are children — the agency 
says are food insecure. 
The United Way is look-
ing for super-heavyweight 
sponsors willing to donate 
$2,500 and businesses and/
or organizations that can 
host coin canisters to raise 
additional funds, said Tim 
Philpot, director of commu-
nity impact for the organiza-
tion. Those at the breakfast 
were invited to sign up 
as volunteers for the food 
packing day, and the signup 
will be open to the public 
Wednesday at http://bit.ly/
BKOHunger2017.

Marissa Christie, the 
United Way of Bucks 
County’s new president and 
CEO, told the gathering that 

United Ways throughout 
the country “are experienc-
ing challenges in the way 
people want to give,” but 
that the local organization 
has streamlined its donation 
priorities. 

“People prefer to have 
options (for donations), not 
just through their work-
place,” she said. “They want 
to give to specific causes.”

Because of this, the 
United Way allows them 
to choose a charity of their 
choice or to allow the 
United Way to use the funds 
for its Impact projects, 
which alleviate hunger and 
food insecurity or provide 
for early childhood care and 
education, emergency needs, 
benefits and financial assis-
tance for seniors or informa-
tion and referral services to 
offer a “one-stop shop” so 
those in need know where 
they can get help.

“Our donors and stake-
holders tell us that they 
appreciate the importance of 
narrowing and defining the 
United Way’s focus in Bucks 
County,” she said in a letter 
to UW supporters.

As part of the new focus, 
the agency will start a street 
outreach to try to help the 
more than 500 people who 
are homeless in the county 
on any given night get shel-
ter and eventually housing. 
“It costs more to leave the 
people on the street than to 

help them,” said Matt Uhler, 
UW Impact director of 
financial stability. 

Christie said the outreach 
will launch later this month 
in an effort to get the home-
less into rapid rehousing 
or into shelters, since com-
munities that have “housing 
first” initiatives see sig-
nificant savings in medical 
costs for those living on the 
streets as well as in judicial 
and police expenses in clear-
ing encampments and pre-
venting crime involving the 
homeless.

On Friday, UW staff 
member Danielle Bush, 
director of community and 
volunteer engagement, also 
thanked the donors who 
gave to the United Way’s 
Stuff the Bus program to 
collect school supplies for 
children and its “Shed” 
beside its headquarters in 
Falls — where people can 
get housing supplies and 
linens.

The organization lauded 
several businesses for their 
support over the past year, 
including Avery Denni-
son, Waste Management, 
GE Water and Distributed 
Power division in Lower 
Southampton, Enterprise 
Rent-A-Car, Wegman’s, 
Dow, Johnson & John-
son, Bucks County Bank, 
Penn Community Bank, 
BB&T bank, Illinois Tool 
Works (ITW), Covenant 

Bank, Customers Bank, 
QNB, and the Pennsylvania 
State Employee Combined 
Appeal. 

Barnes and Noble was 
also honored for providing 
43,000 books to children 
from low-income fami-
lies and St. Mary Medical 
Center in Middletown was 
honored for providing sev-
eral programs to assist the 
underprivileged, including 
a new food mobile that will 
take fresh produce to low-
income neighborhoods.

Cherie LaTorre, who 
works with Bucks County 
Early Intervention, won an 
Impact Award for her work 
providing services for chil-
dren, especially those with 
special needs.

The Kelton Service 
Award, given in honor of 
the late Stanton Kelton, was 
presented to Todd Alderfer, 
a senior vice president at 
QNB, for his “exceptional 
contributions” over the 
past year in helping staff 
with fundraising efforts and 
developing leadership giv-
ing. As part of the award, 
he got to name a charitable 
organization to receive a 
$1,000 United Way dona-
tion. Alderfer chose the 

Family Services Association 
of Bucks County.

Michael B. Connor, 
who is retired from Bucks 
County Bank, won the Paul 
Sauerbry Award for his 
10 years of service to the 
United Way in overseeing its 

finances. “It was a very nice 
honor. I was surprised when 
they told me I was going to 
get it,” he said.

The Bucks County Cou-
rier Times and The Intel-
ligencer were honored for 
their role in reporting on 
issues in Bucks County 
related to United Way 
services.

“Raising awareness of a 
change in federal funding 
that would create a gap in 
delivery of human services 
was our job to do, and we 
did it,” said Amy Gianficaro, 
{span}director of commu-
nications{/span} for Calkins 
Media, parent company of 
the two newspapers. “Find-
ing a way to close that gap, 
thankfully, was a job the 
United Way and its partner 
agencies wanted to do, and 
they have a plan in place 
to do it. It’s how a healthy, 
compassionate community 
works. We are glad to do 
our part and appreciate the 
United Way’s recognition 
for it.
Peg Quann: 215-269-5081;  
email: pquann@calkins.com;  
twitter: @PegQuann

United Way kicks off Bucks Knock Out Hunger campaign
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(file) Volunteers with the the united way of Bucks County Knocks out hunger campaign gather in 

2016 at Delaware Valley university in Doylestown township to pack 100,000 shelf-stable meals.

What You Need to Know 
About Your 

Retirement & Taxes

Your Path to Financial Security Begins Today!

Take this insight-fi lled course for individuals 
and/or couples between the ages of 50 and 75 
with $250K+ in assets.
Wednesday, May 17th     6:30-8:00pm 
or Wednesday, May 24th 6:30-8:00pm 
LA SALLE UNIVERSITY, NEWTOWN CAMPUS
33 University Drive, Newtown, PA 18940

Call for More Information! 866-296-8156

Presented by 
Mark Fried, CRPC®

www.tfgwealth.comOffi  ces in Newtown, Doylestown, Chaddsford

21 S. Pennsylvania Avenue 
MORRISVILLE, PA
215-736-3116
www.lavilla-restaurant.com

Make Your Reservations Today! Your Total Check
One coupon per customer. Not valid
with any other offer. Expires 5/31/17

215-736-3116
Pizza & Family Restaurant

21 S. Pennsylvania Avenue
 Morrisville, PA (Just off Rt. 1)

La Villa

10% Off 

Check 
out our 
episode on

BYOB

650 Street Road, Southampton  •  215-357-7276
www.suburbankitchen.com

One of the area’s most respected kitchen
and bath design specialists.

CELEBRATING OUR 59TH ANNIVERSARY – 14,300 KITCHENS INSTALLED!
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Kitchen Cabinet Manufacturers 
Association Environmental 
Stewardship Program 
All products impact 
the environment. 
For ESP program criteria, 
visit greencabinetsource.org

585 West Bristol Road • Ivyland, PA 18974
215-860-8800

Come visit us at our new locations!

Established in 1947...
Trenton Block is celebrating 

their 70th anniversary.

Gather ‘round 
the beauty of 

cast stone wall.

To better 
serve you, our 

company focus is 
only on hardscape 

and masonry 
supplies. We have 

the best people 
and products to 
help serve you.

www.mytrentonblock.com

Pennsylvania ew Jersey
Delaware

701 Federal Street • Milton, DE 19968 • 302-684-0112

625 Cherry Tree Lane • Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 609-396-9750
• 4 minutes from the Rt. 1 Toll Bridge


