
Bridget Wingert

Patrick Murphy, under secretary
of the Army, was in Bucks County
for a luncheon meeting with the
Central Bucks Chamber of Com-
merce Aug. 22. 

The former Eighth District con-
gressman was back home from
Washington, complete with color
guard and Army brass. Murphy
lives with his wife, Jenni, and chil-
dren Molly and Jack, in Bristol
Township. Working at the Penta-
gon, he commutes home via train
or car on weekends.

After introduction by Barbara
Donnelly, Chamber board chair,
the Bucks County Gilbert & Sulli-
van Society sang “The Star Span-
gled-Banner” to open the meeting
at Spring Mill Country Club in
Warrington.

Murphy, an Iraq war veteran,
spoke of the Department of the
Army’s administration of a force
of 700,000 active and reserve sol-
diers plus the National Guard. He
emphasized the Army’s role of

peacmaking and community sup-
port but talked about dangers in
today’s political environment,
especially with North Korea and
Iran. He mentioned also, the con-
stant awareness of terrorism and

threats from China and Russia,
which could grow in the future.  

Working with a leaner force
under budget restraints Murphy
said, the Army is focusing on
readiness. The 2017 Department
of the Army budget request was
$148 billion.

Major sponsors for the event
were Parx Casino, represented by
Ronald Davis, director of commu-
nity affairs for Parx Casino, Fox
Rothschild, represented by Peter
Tucci, and the Fred Beans Family
of Dealerships. 

Rebecca Fink

Residents in the area of a pro-
posed Wawa development in
Fountainville registered their
protests at the Plumstead Town-
ship supervisors’ meeting last
week.  

Verrichia Land Development
presented a sketch plan for a
4,500-square-foot Wawa conven-
ience store, gas station and office
building on the 3-acre site at the
northwest corner of Swamp and
Ferry roads.  The plan includes
intersection upgrades, stormwater
management and utility upgrades.

Joseph and Marcia Reinheimer,
Ferry Road residents, expressed
concern about lighting, ground
water pollution, traffic increase
and tree removal. Steve Haycock

of Ferry Road reiterated their con-
cerns and said that groundwater
from that area already floods over
the roads.  

Supervisor Dan Hilferty said
that the Verrichia Land develop-
ment will be reviewed by the
Plumstead Zoning Hearing Board
since the property is zoned Com-
mercial-1 which does not allow
for the proposed multiple uses. 

The supervisors also reviewed a
sketch plan of Plumsteadville Vol-
unteer Fire Company’s substation
at Route 611 and Ferry Roads.
Susan Rice of STA Engineers,
Pennsburg, explained that the non-
typical lot development will not be
changing any uses and asked for
waivers from land development
fees and escrows, as well as a
water impact study waiver.  

She said the fire company is a
nonprofit organization and pro-
vides a community service.  

Supervisor Frank Froio asked
for a formal proposal of waivers
along with impact of each.  

Supervisor Nick Lykon said he
would support the waivers but
would like to see a funding model
of the development.  Charlie Rum-
ble, president of fire company
replied, “Costs are needed before
we can know what funds are need-
ed.”

Rumble explained that the best
financial approach is to keep the
existing properties on Stump Road
and the proposed project at Ferry
Road and Route 611. He said that
the fire company intends to ask as
little as possible funding from the
township. 

National Penn, a community
bank has donated $15,000 to
Family Service Association of
Bucks County, a nonprofit
organization that serves more
than 24,000 people in need
each year.

Family Service offers a vari-
ety of programs that help peo-
ple gain the skills needed to
reach their full potential. Serv-
ices include emergency help,
parent education, mental
health services, job support
and more.

National Penn’s donation
will support Family Service
programs including the Bucks
County Emergency Homeless
Shelter, a temporary residence
for individuals and families
who have lost safe and stable
housing. The 24-hour shelter
serves approximately 70 peo-
ple at any given time with on-
site services such as case man-
agement, counseling, budget-
ing, job search resources and
health evaluations. 

Typically, about one-third of
the shelter’s residents are chil-
dren. National Penn’s donation
to Family Service will help
build a playground at the
Bucks County Emergency
Homeless Shelter and expand
parking facilities for families
and service providers. 
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Residents protest convenience store development

Army Under Secretary Murphy meets with chamber

National Penn
donates $15,000 
to Family Service

REBECCA FINK

Fountainville residents Joseph
and Marcia Reinheimer at the
Aug. 23 Plumstead supervisors’
meeting protested Verrichia
Land Development’s proposal
for a Wawa convenience store
and gas station at Ferry and
Swamp roads in Fountainville. 

Barbara Donnelly, Central
Bucks Chamber of Commerce
board chair, presents a plaque
to Patrick Murphy, under secre-
tary of the Army. 

Driver license centers
closed for Labor Day 

All Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Transportation (Pen-
nDOT) driver license and
photo centers will be closed
Saturday, Sept. 3, through
Monday, Sept. 5, in obser-
vance of Labor Day.

Customers may still obtain
a variety of driver and vehicle
products and services online
through PennDOT’s Driver
and Vehicle Services website,
dmv.pa.gov.  


