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A teenage college stu-
dent sat in his apartment 
last month contemplating 
whether he should use the 
loaded gun in his hand to 
take his life.

A woman who fell on 
hard times after losing her 
job recently planned to 
end her life by slitting her 
wrists.

They both called the 
National Suicide Preven-
tion Lifeline.

Volunteers from Fam-
ily Services Association of 
Bucks County receive simi-
lar calls daily through the 
lifeline, which is manned 
24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. The number is 
1-800-273-TALK.

To spread the word 
about the hotline, the FSA 
has partnered with Bucks 
County Transport to post 
National Suicide Preven-
tion Lifeline signs on 
BCT vehicles. The private, 
nonprofit transit agency 
provides more than 2,000 
rides each day across Bucks 
County.

“The signs will be put 
on our buses and vans,” 
said Vince Volpe, of BCT. 
“They will be placed on 
the back of the vehicles 
and, when people are driv-
ing around, they’ll be able 

to see the signs and if they 
know someone who needs 
assistance or help they’ll be 
able to tell them about this 
phone number.”

The idea mirrors a 
recent initiative by SEPTA, 
which expanded its suicide-
prevention and awareness 
project into Bucks County 
by posting the hotline num-
ber on trains. 

Two years ago, Bucks 
County commissioned 
a suicide task force that 
eventually branched into 
several committees, includ-
ing one chaired by the FSA 

called Family Survivors of 
Suicide, said county Com-
missioner Diane Marseglia, 
whose 16-year-old daughter, 
Becky, took her own life in 
2005. 

“We get together and we 
talk about differences that 
we think we could have 
made in our family’s lives to 
help them survive, and one 
thing has been to get this 
number out there,” Marseg-
lia said. “This is a great way 
to get it out there.”

To pay for the signs, 
the county kicked in 
money from its civics fund, 

Marseglia added. 
The hope is that the 

signs will increase caller 
volume, said Audrey J. 
Tucker, CEO of the FSA. 
On average, volunteers in 
Bucks County answer about 
100 calls each month — 
including 98 in June, 108 in 
July and 76 in August, offi-
cials said. 

“There are people that 
are in a crisis and they need 
help, they need to talk to 
someone,” Tucker said. 
“The message that ‘you 
matter’ seems to be making 
a difference.”

Calls between 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. are handled by vol-
unteers in Bucks, with calls 
on off hours answered by 
national volunteers, said 
Nicki Bedesem, FSA com-
munications director. 

“If someone calls 1-800-
273-TALK it will always be 
answered,” she said.

The more the hotline 
number is seen, the more 
likely it will help someone 
in need, Marseglia said.

“The fact that once the 
number goes out they get 
more calls, (which) shows 
that people really need this 
and they are not afraid to 
call,” Marseglia said.
Anthony DiMattia: 215-949-4205; 
email: adimattia@calkins.com; 
Twitter: @dailydimattia

Partnering to spread suicide-prevention awareness
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Family Service Association of Bucks County and 
Bucks County Transport are partnering to post 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline signs on 105 
BCT vehicles that travel across the county. 
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The lawyer for embat-
tled Pennsylvania Attorney 
General Kathleen Kane on 
Friday called for an investi-
gation into leaks in his cli-
ent’s case.

Kane herself is wait-
ing for trial on criminal 
charges filed against her by 
the Montgomery County 
District Attorney’s Office 
for allegedly leaking secret 
grand jury information and 
then lying about and try-
ing to cover up her alleged 
involvement in those leaks.

“An elected official is 
being railroaded out of 
office and forced to defend 
herself before a jury pool 
that has been intentionally 
and irrevocably tainted,” 
defense attorney Gerald L. 
Shargel claimed in a writ-
ten statement issued early 
Friday evening. “This is 
absolutely and fundamen-
tally wrong. It should not 
be allowed to stand.”

Specifically, Shargel 
cited leaks several weeks 
ago of a sealed petition filed 
by the state Office of Dis-
ciplinary Council recom-
mending the revocation of 
Kane’s law license.

That petition, filed with 
the state Supreme Court, 
reportedly claims that the 
criminal charges against 
the state’s top law enforce-
ment officer, which include 
perjury, false swearing, 
obstruction of the admin-
istration of the law and 
oppression, will prejudice 
and taint cases Kane’s office 
is pursuing and “result in 
substantial public harm.”

The most recent alleged 
leaks occurred Thursday 
when county detectives 

served a search warrant at 
Kane’s office in Harrisburg, 
Shargel said. That warrant, 
according to published 
reports, reportedly involved 
an oath Kane signed in 
which she swore to keep all 
state grand jury informa-
tion confidential.

Although that war-
rant allegedly was sealed, 
Shargel claimed, there were 
reporters who were in the 
Attorney General’s lobby 
waiting for the warrant to 
be executed and who imme-
diately knew the substance 
of those warrants.

These leaks in Kane’s 
own case highlight the 
“utter hypocrisy” of the 
investigation of his client, 
Shargel said.

While publicly calling 
on “the courts” to imme-
diately begin a full inquiry 
into the leaks in the Kane 
case, Shargel said he would 
be following up his public 
plea in a legal motion that 
will be filed “at the appro-
priate time.”

District Attorney Risa 
Vetri Ferman denied her 
staff was the source of any 
leaks “but I have no con-
trol over others outside 
my office who may learn of 
our activities after we do 
our jobs.” Ferman empha-
sized her comments are not 
intended to confirm the 
reported search warrant or 
the alleged content reported 
by the news media.

“As I have said before, 
we will prosecute this case 
in the courts, not by press 
statements,” Ferman said. 
“The defense can say what-
ever it wants in their press 
statements.”
Margaret Gibbons: 610-279-6153; 
email, mgibbons@calkins.com; 
Twitter, @peggibbons

Kane’s lawyer: 
Leaks in case 
would taint jury

man charged  
in lewdness case

BRISTOL TOWN-
SHIP — A Bensalem man 
was jailed Thursday on an 
open lewdness charge.

Sgt. Kevin Burns 
arrested Gerald Salama-
tin, 23, of Argyle Way, 
at 8:10 p.m. for an inci-
dent in the 100 block of 
Idlewild Road, acting Lt. 
Ralph Johnson said.

Salamatin was charged 
with open lewdness, disor-
derly conduct and loiter-
ing and prowling at night.

He was arraigned by 
District Judge Philip Daly 
and sent to Bucks County 
prison in lieu of 10 per-
cent of $50,000 bail.

30 Month CD
   1.65% APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of 8/24/2015.  Rates subject to 
change daily. $500 minimum to open account and earn APY. 

Interest must be compounded or deposited to a First Priority Bank checking 
account. Penalty for early withdrawal.  Fees could reduce earnings on accounts.

610-280-7100  |  www.FPBK.com

Creative • Responsive • Local

Missing Teeth?
Get Them Replaced For Just

*OAC. Call offi ce
for details.

New Patients Only. 
Expires 09/30/15

Arpan N. Patel, DMD

            No Insurance, No Problem
         • In House Insurance as low as $17 per month
   • 24 Month Payment Plan• 0% Interest, Same as Cash   
                               *OAC  

Full Mouth 
Exam, Digital

X-Rays & Cleaning
 Call offi ce for details.

New Patients Only. Expires 09/30/15

$49 $149 $99
per 

month*

Smile Makeover

*OAC. Call offi ce for details.
New Patients Only. Expires 09/30/15

per 
month*

Affordable Dentisty for All! Fearless & Painless Dentistry Convenient Hours

Visit us online at www.ez2smile.com

215-383-0908

532 S. Oxford Valley Road, 
Fairless Hills, PA 19030

Delivery or Take Out

 584 Middletown Blvd., Langhorne, PA  19047 
(Across the Street from Macy’s & Red Robin. Call for Directions) 

www.mammamiapa.com

215•750•FOOD
(215•750•3663)

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE 
WE HAVE OUTSIDE SEATING

HOURS:  Sunday thru Thursday 10am to 10pm • Friday & Saturday 10am to 10:30pm

Not Valid Saturday or holidays.
Cannot be combined with any other 

offer.  Expires 10/10/15

CT CT

CT CT

SATURDAY
SPECIAL

Cannot be combined with any
other offer. Expires 10/10/15

$25.00
OFF

Any Check
Over

$100
Pre-tax

Booking 
Private 
Parties 
• Showers

• Bereavement
• Graduation
• Birthday

CATERING
AVAILABLE

Any lunch check. Max value $10.
Dine in ONLY. Any day except 

holidays. Does not include beverage.
Mamma Mia Trattoria ONLY. 

Langhorne • 215-750-FOOD • (215.750.3663) 
1 coupon per table. Expires 10/10/15

50% off
LUNCH ONLYH ONLY

BYOB $20.00
OFF

Any Check
$70.00

or more 
Pre-tax

Not valid Saturday or 
holidays. Cannot be 

combined with any other   
offer. Expires 10/10/15

$15.00
OFF 

Any Check 
Over 

$50 or more
Pre-tax 

Catering Available

Buy 1 Dinner Entree

GET ONE
$15 OFF

of lesser or equal value. Single 
portion. W/purchase of 2 beverages. 

Not available Sat. or holidays. 
Dine-In only. 1 per table.  

Expires 10/10/15 CT

Pre-tax 

CT

*Activate entries between 4pm and 6:45pm on September 27, 2015 to be eligible for the 
drawing by inserting your My Sands Card into any slot machine or by opening a table rating.  

Entries earned from rated slot play only. Vehicle may vary from that shown.

PaSands.com | Follow Us

WIN A 2016  
CADILLAC SRX

STAY FOR THE $5,000 SECOND  
CHANCE DRAWING AT 9PM!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27•7PM
• Winner takes home a 2016 Cadillac SRX!
• Four winners of $1,000 Slot Free Play!
•  First entry is FREE! Earn additional entries  

from rated slot play now until 6:45pm  
September 27, 2015*

• Earn 10x entries today!
• Earn 25x entries September 22, 25 and 26


