
‌The plight of 
the homeless in 
Bucks County is 
one that brought 
Mike DeMaio 
to his knees, 
literally and 
figuratively.

There was 
DeMaio, the co-
owner of Milex 
Construction in 
Bensalem, among 
those compa-
nies involved 
in demolishing 
and rebuilding 
11 bathrooms 

in disrepair at the Bucks County 
Emergency Homeless Shelter in 
Bristol Township. He was on his 
knees outside one of the small 
bathrooms on the women’s side of 
the shelter a few days ago, trowel 
in hand to smooth freshly poured 
concrete at an exit door near 
where one of the crumbling bath-
rooms once stood. Figuratively 
helping smooth over the uneven 
lives of shelter residents.

“I grew up here, graduated 
from Pennsbury, so I have a con-
nection to this area and these 
people,” said DeMaio, 28, who’s 
supervising the project. “I want 
to give back. I know some of the 

hardships these people face.
“I have a little girl at home. I 

look around here at all the kids’ 
drawings on the walls, kids that 
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By Jo Ciavaglia 
Staff writer

A driver was killed and four construction 
workers injured — one seriously — in an 
accident along the Pennsylvania Turnpike 
in Bensalem on Saturday morning, the sec-
ond incident in a construction zone in less 
than a week.

Authorities have not 
identified the driver who 
was killed.

Pennsylvania State 
Police, in a press release Sat-
urday night, said the motor-
ist was driving east in the right lane of the 
turnpike.

The left lane was closed for construc-
tion work at the time. State police said the 
dead motorist’s vehicle swerved into the left 
lane and sideswiped a work vehicle, then 
slammed into another work vehicle, shear-
ing off the driver’s side doors and eject-
ing the driver, who was thrown onto the 
roadway.

The injured workers were Matthew J. 
Horton of Langhorne, the driver of the 
second vehicle, and Robert W. Devoll, of 
Barto, Berks County, the driver of the third 
vehicle. They were taken to Lower Bucks 
Hospital in Bristol Township for evaluation, 
state police said. A third worker, Carl John-
ston, of Line Lexington, sustained minor 
injuries. Johnston was taken to Frankford 
Torresdale Aria Hospital in Philadelphia for 
treatment.

James T. Beck III, of Elmer, New Jersey, 
suffered severe injuries and was transported 
by helicopter to Temple University Hospi-
tal in Philadelphia for surgery, according 
to turnpike commission spokesman Carl 
DeFebo Jr..

The injured men are employed by 
PKF Mark III of Newtown and Meco 

Crash kills 
driver,  
injures 
workmen

Seeking reader input: 
Health care delivery, 
cost and care
How are changes in health care 
delivery affecting you? Has the 
Affordable Care Act affected your 
care or your costs? We want to 
know what kind of improvements 
you’d like to see in health care 
and about your experiences 
in getting medical care, too — 
whether it’s at a hospital, an 
urgent care center, your family 
physician or a specialist. Con-
tact reporter Marion Callahan at 
mcallahan@calkins.com or call 
215-345-3060.

Better quality of life under construction

Kim Weimer / Staff Photographer
Eric Duffy, of Milex Construction in Bensalem, builds a wall 
around the old bathrooms at the Bucks County Emergency 
Homeless Shelter in Bristol Township on Wednesday. The 
renovation project is the culmination of the Buck Up Bucks 

County effort to install new bathrooms at the shelter.
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By Chris Ruvo
Correspondent

There’s a season-long birthday party 
going on, and everyone is invited.

Sesame Place, the theme park in 
Middletown based on 
the popular children’s 
television show Sesame 
Street, kicked off its 
35th year in business 
with a special birthday 
celebration Saturday.

Decorated in birthday décor, the 
park teemed with families looking to 
enjoy everything from new rides to a 
birthday parade featuring the show’s 
beloved characters.

“We love it,” said Carl Saalbach, 
an Ambler resident who was at the 
park with his wife and 10-month old 
son, Holden. “It’s our first time and 

The crash occurred around 
5:30 a.m. 4 miles east of the 
Bensalem Interchange of the 
turnpike. The eastbound lanes  
were closed for 5 hours.

photos by Kim Weimer / Staff Photographer
Luke Jiang, 3, meets Cookie Monster during Sesame Place’s opening day Saturday. The park kicks off its 
season-long celebration of their 35th birthday in Middletown. Sesame Classic runner’s expo, Story A3

Open Sesame
The park kicks off its 35th season 

Kaiden White, 3, of Middletown, mimics Oscar 
the Grouch as he poses for a photo. See Crash, Page A2See Sesame, Page A2

See Shelter, Page A6

Financial Planning
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don’t have a place to call 
home. It hits you. So, if 
we can make this place 
more comfortable for the 
residents by fixing up their 
bathrooms, it’ll make them 
feel better, and it’ll make us 
feel better to help them.”

• • •
A helping hand. Such 

assistance is what the 
residents of Bucks County 
offered by reaching into 
their pockets and hearts to 
help our neighbors most in 
need. The “Buck Up Bucks 
County” campaign was 
established by the Bucks 
County Courier Times and 
The Intelligencer. Also 
cooperating on the project 
was Comcast, Family Ser-
vice Association of Bucks 
County, which runs the 
shelter, and Advocates for 
Homeless & Those in Need.

The result, last fall, was 
the raising of $176,000 to 
help renovate the bath-
rooms, which are 20 years 
old.

When the $350,000 
bathrooms project is com-
pleted by July, the quality of 
life for shelter residents will 
be improved dramatically. 
No more leaking faucets, 
or blocked toilets, or out-
of-order signs as common 
on the bathroom doors as 
morning dew. No more 
dearth of bathtubs that 
moms rely on to not only 
bathe their young children, 
but to kneel beside and per-
haps sing quiet, soothing 
songs. To make their chil-
dren feel relaxed. To make 
their children feel at home.

“I have an 11-month-old 
daughter, so I know how 
good it feels to kneel beside 
her in the bath and sing 
songs with her,” said FSA 
communications coordina-
tor Nicki Bedesem. “It’s 
just not the same without 
the bathtubs, and we just 
don’t have enough of them. 
Now, we will.”

Bedesem said funding 
realized from the Buck Up 
Bucks County fundraising 
project will significantly 
improve the lives of the 
shelter residents, who num-
ber between 70 and 75 at 

any time.
“I can tell you the resi-

dents here are so grateful 
for this,” she said. “They 
were grateful when (the first 
round of) Buck Up Bucks 
County raised money last 
year to renovate the shelter 
kitchen. It makes a big dif-
ference in their lives.

“We know that, with-
out community support, 
as was shown with Buck 
Up Bucks, none of this 
gets done. You can’t fix the 
kitchens and bathrooms 
here with just government 
money and grants. We are 
so thankful for a commu-
nity that cares.”

A community that cares 
includes residents who 
dropped donations into the 
Buck Up Bucks County 
canisters that populated the 
region, as well as companies 
that donated materials and 
time.

Worth and Co., of 
Pipersville, is donating 
the bathroom fixtures, 
bathtubs, showers, sinks, 
faucets, toilets and plumb-
ing. The Huffman Group, 
a national construction 
and management com-
pany, which has a regional 
office in Spring House, has 
donated its time to man-
age the project. And Milex 
Construction is donating 
project supervisor Mike 
DeMaio’s time, and is also 

a paid contractor for the 
demolition portion of the 
project.

“We are very grateful 
that Huffman Group and 
Milex Construction have 
generously donated their 
time to help renovate the 
bathrooms,” said Audrey 
J. Tucker, CEO of Family 
Service Association. “Both 
companies were involved in 
the kitchen renovation last 
year, and we’re thrilled to 
have them back again.”

When the project is 
completed, the shelter will 
have 11 new, fully equipped 
bathrooms. Eight will be 
located on the women’s and 
children’s section of the 
shelter, and three on the 
men’s side. Each will have 
a bathtub, a shower, a sink 
and a toilet. The recon-
struction will also include 
a changing room/baby sta-
tion, two janitor’s closets, 
two linen closets and a sup-
ply room.

In the meantime, the 
Family Service Associa-
tion has rented temporary 
bathroom facilities in trail-
ers that sit just outside the 
shelter.

“The fact the commu-
nity donated to this project 
and helped provide this one 
more thing for our residents 
to feel at home is terrific,” 
said Kari Howatt, shelter 
coordinator. “This isn’t 

their home, but it is a tem-
porary home. At the end 
of the day, those of us who 
work here go to our homes. 
We need to make this place 
feel like home for the resi-
dents, and fixing the bath-
rooms will help do that.”

• • •
Joseph is a 23-year-old. 

He’d been living on the 
street for five weeks until 
being accepted as a shelter 
resident on April 10. He 
and his fiancée have daugh-
ters, ages 2½ and 1, and are 
expecting another child in 
September. His fiancée and 
the children are currently 
staying with her family in 
Bensalem; he says there just 
isn’t enough room there for 
him. He’s thankful for the 
shelter, and the upgrading 
of the bathrooms.

“Getting new bathrooms 
will be great and mean 
a lot to us,” said Joseph, 
who spent 4½ years in the 
National Guard and will 
soon begin a new job at a 
local McDonald’s. “They’re 
really bad; some don’t 
even flush. When they’re 
done with the new ones, 
it’ll make it feel more like 
home.”

• • •
Air mattresses and green 

cots create a patch-quilt 
tapestry across the sleeping 
area of the women’s sec-
tion of the shelter. Blankets 

and coats are left in piles, 
and sneakers and shoes 
are strewn about. Large, 
clear plastic storage bins 
are stacked like so many 
children’s building blocks. 
Packed in many of them are 
shampoo, conditioner, soap 
and baby lotion.

On the other side of 
the room are some of the 
bathrooms. They’re old 
and breaking down. Ceiling 
vents are hanging, and floor 
tiles are worn or missing. 
Most have no bathtubs.

Workers have con-
structed a temporary wall 
between the two areas, pro-
tecting the residents from 
the bathroom work area. 
While it might appear the 
wall serves as a separator, it 
in fact represents the oppo-
site. The wall is symbolic 
in a much different way, 
serving as a connection, not 
a barrier, to an improved 
life. It is there where neigh-
bors of the homeless share 
their talents to help smooth 
the uneven footing of their 
lives. Working to make the 
shelter feel more like home 
for the residents.

Until they find one of 
their own.
Phil Gianficaro can be reached 
at 215-345-3078, pgianficaro@
calkins.com or @philgianficaro on 
Twitter.

Shelter
Continued from Page A1

By Jo Ciavaglia 
Staff writer

FALLS — A 32-year-old Bris-
tol man has died from injuries 
sustained in a motorcycle accident 
Wednesday in Falls.

Ivan Lebeaux died Thursday 
at St. Mary Medical Center, police 
confirmed.

The accident occurred at the 
intersection of West Trenton Ave-
nue and Pinegrove Road shortly 
after 8 p.m. when Lebeaux’s 
motorcycle was struck by a vehicle 
turning left in front of him, police 
said. Lebeaux, who was not wear-
ing a helmet, suffered severe head 
trauma, police said.

He was thrown from his 
motorcycle onto a concrete barrier. 
The driver and two children in the 
striking vehicle were not injured. 
The driver was not identified.

The accident remains under 
investigation.

Anyone with information 
about the accident or who wit-
nessed it is asked to contact 
officer Stephanie Metterle at 
215-949-9100.
Jo Ciavaglia: 215-949-4181;  
email: jciavaglia@calkins.com;  
Twitter: @jociavaglia

Man dies after 
motorcycle 
accident
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For minor emergencies, our 
FAST TRACK can get you OUT 
in less than an hour.

501 Bath Road
Bristol, PA 19007
(215) 785-9200 | LowerBucksHosp.com

ER FAST TRACK

IRA planning is a complex process. The decisions baby boomers make 
now can have a tremendous impact on their overall retirement plan.  

Baby boomers are asking:
• What type of retirement account is right for me?
• Can I still contribute to a retirement account and if so, how much?
• When do I need to take withdrawals and how much do I have to take?
• How are my IRA withdrawals taxed?
• How does my IRA fi t into my overall plan?

To help attendees better understand IRA planning, this workshop will cover:
• 7 strategies for Savvy IRA planning 
• 6 roll over options for your retirement plan funds
• 3 common required minimum distribution mistakes
• The difference between indirect and direct rollovers 
• How to coordinate your IRA planning with your overall retirement, estate, tax,   
   education, Social Security and fi nancial plans
• 3 different options for spousal IRA benefi ciaries

Barbara Rowens is a Registered Representative of The Investment Center, Inc. Member FINRA/
SIPC * Advisory Services Provided through IC Advisory Services, Inc., An SEC Registered Investment 
Advisor. Supervising Branch Offi ce: 105 West Maple Avenue * Morrisville, PA 19067 * (215) 736-2906

Monday, May 4 at 6:30
CORNERSTONE

847 Easton Rd., Route 611
Warrington,  PA 18976

 

Tuesday, May 5 at 6:30
JENKINTOWN LIBRARY

460 Old York Rd.
Jenkintown,  PA 19046

 

Wednesday, May 6 at 6:30
SOUTHAMPTON FREE LIBRARY

947 Street Rd.
Southampton,  PA 18966

An educational workshop titled 

“Savvy IRA Planning 
for Boomers” 
has been scheduled for

Seating is limited and will fi ll up quickly, 
so guarantee your reservations by calling

800-849-6404

Looking for multiple players to add to the 2015 roster. We 
play 6-7 Mid Summer Tournaments ending in the Fall. 
Workouts going on now. 

Our goal is for every player to develop and play at the 
highest level possible. Our players are dedicated to the 
team philosophy and strive to play to their potential.

Tryouts: 
Saturday, May 16th at 6 pm,

at the Fairless Hills AA (Field #2),
Austin Drive, Fairless Hills PA 19030

Ages 11U 
(Rain date TBD)

For more information
email BucksCountyBombers@verizon.net

or visit our Facebook page.

“Youth Baseball Players Needed!” 

Looking for
11U AAU
Baseball
Players!




