
Frightened by Obama?       
Don’t forget Bush

Obamaphobia is a condition wherein some-
one suffers from obsessive negative delusions 
regarding Barack Obama. Those afflicted are 
often prone to propagation of false rumors 
about Obama in an attempt to discredit him, 
seemingly out of irrational fear. Misquotes, 
twisting of facts, contextually inaccurate state-
ments and flat-out lies that play on xenophobic 
prejudices and exaggerated jingoistic national-
ism are staple attacks used by the Obamaphobe 
(Urban Dictionary).

One writer said it will take years to undo 
the damage done by President Obama, another 
vented that his actions frighten her. Those who 
suffer short-term memory problems of presiden-
tial history fail to acknowledge that it has taken 
President Obama years to remedy the damage 
wrought on this nation during the George W. 
Bush presidency. The list includes: 8.4 million 
jobs lost by the fall of 2008; the financial crash 
that resulted in those lost jobs, homes, savings 
and trust in America; enactment of the TARP 
bailout of $700 billion to save Wall Street in 
October 2008; two wars that took so many lives 
and our tax dollars. One war was based on false 
rationale. Rather than pursuing the terrorists 
who brought down the twin towers, a nation not 
involved was invaded.

Obama nailed terrorist Osama bin Laden. 
Bush didn’t. Republicans enacted no war 
tax to cover the enormous costs. An expen-
sive unfunded drug program for seniors was 
enacted. Enormous expansions of the NSA and 
TSA were very costly decisions. And remem-
ber the tax cut, mostly for the wealthy and cor-
porations. All the expenditures were charged 
to our national credit card and increased our 
indebtedness to China.

Our southern border was porous dur-
ing Texas governor and President Bush’s 
watch. Obama has increased security, but our 

Republican House of Representatives can’t 
agree on immigration legislation.

If Obama scares some, Bush should have 
terrified them. Those acts of malfeasance, mis-
feasance and nonfeasance occurred before Pres-
ident Obama took the oath of office on Jan. 20, 
2009, and he has been doing damage control 
and cleanup for his entire presidency.

There are Obama policies we all don’t agree 
with, but we’ll be paying for the previous presi-
dent’s actions for years after President Obama 
has left office. But we can’t put all these prob-
lems solely on President Bush’s shoulders. He 
enjoyed a Republican Congress during most of 
his presidency.
Michael Frank
Doylestown

‘Unbelievable’ decision 
I agree with the Courier Times’ editorial on 

the Bristol Township police DUI issue.
If I got stopped for a motor vehicle infrac-

tion, accident or a road checkpoint and I had 
alcohol on my breath, minimally I would 
receive a field sobriety test.

Based on the officer’s discretionary inter-
pretation of the field sobriety test results, I 
would possibly (most likely), be taken to a 
police facility or hospital for a breathalyzer or 
blood test to determine if my blood alcohol 
level exceeds the legal limit.

I find it unbelievable that Bristol Township 
police would not do a field sobriety test when 
a driver has the smell of alcohol on his or her 
breath.

You have heard the old saw: “A prosecutor 
can get a grand jury to indict a ham sandwich.”

Apparently, a prosecutor can also get a 
grand jury to not indict a ham sandwich.

I realize that no evidence was captured in 
this incident. Minimally it should be a cause 
for a change in Bristol Township police proce-
dures for when to conduct field sobriety tests.

Think of the legal liability and potential 
cost, if a driver with alcohol on their breath is 
not field tested and gets in a serious accident 
after being let go.
Tom Toth
Middletown

Blame income inequality
Sad how some people can quote from his-

tory but fail to understand it.
It is popular in some quarters to link the 

loss of economic power of the middle class 
to government entitlements rather than to 
income inequality excess.

Since the 2009 bailout, 95 percent of all 
economic gains have gone to the top 1 percent 
thanks primarily to their gaming the system, 
not because of entitlements. 

Further, many seem not to recognize gov-
ernment’s responsibility for keeping the play-
ing field reasonably level so that the assertion 
that all men are created equal and entitled to 
“life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” is 
not just an empty phrase.

So-called “free markets” and deregulation 
would be great were it not for the greed in all 
of us. 

Fortunately, most keep their greed in check 
but because of those who do not, and particu-
larly the current very rich and very powerful 
who do not, our American Dream is put in 
jeopardy, as we are now seeing. 

And keep in mind that entitlements, includ-
ing Social Security, have been around for decades 
and can hardly be blamed for our current woes, 
nor can Obamacare, which didn’t come into being 
until less than a year and a half ago.

There, indeed, are serious problems associ-
ated with Social Security, Obamacare and a 
multitude of other financial and social issues in 
this country, but significantly reducing income 
inequality excess would go a long way toward 
fixing a lot of them.
Harold Long
Lower Makefield
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In 2002, Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu made the same predictions 
about nukes in Iraq that he made to Con-
gress about Iran this week. Perhaps “we 
should trust but verify” this time?
Peter Turner, Holland

Now that Pennsylvania’s new governor 
is proposing massive tax increases with no 
mention of cost containment or efficiency 
in our state government, the Legislature 
should come back with their own “bud-
get” proposing $4.7 billion in reduced 

government spending and increased effi-
ciency. And then start negotiating the $9.4 
billion “spread.”

Bill Hellman, Morrisville 
Obama is doing what “We the People” 

elected him twice to do. The will of the 
people was to veto the pipeline. Let’s pass 
Obama’s immigration law and not deport the 
mother of an Army veteran who seeks US cit-
izenship. Where is our human compassion?
Cherylann Klatt, Croydon 

Spouses who marry an image often 
divorce the reality!
John Collins, Lower Makefield

The vent about putting God into 
every part of our lives is straight from the 
Islamic State propaganda play book.
Dennis Heath, Washington Crossing

the vent

Writing US
We invite your thoughts, either in the 
form of a letter or Guest Opinion. 

Letters need: a signature, address 
and daytime phone number for 
verification. 

Limit: 200 words for letters;  
700 words for Guest Opinions. 

Frequency: Writers are eligible for 
publication once every four weeks. 
Submissions are edited for taste, libel, 
style, grammar and length. 

Not accepted: thank-you letters, 
poetry, classroom assignments, replies 
to replies, open letters, letters to third 
parties, consumer complaints, hand-written 
guest opinions, testimonials and letters 
written as part of an organized campaign. 
Submissions from repeat writers on the 
same topic that do not cover new ground 
also may be rejected. Documentation may 
be required before publication.

Email: letters@calkins.com 

Telephone: 215-949-4162    

Fax: 215-949-4177

Send to: Letters / Bucks County 
Courier Times, 8400 N. Bristol Pike, 
Levittown, PA 19057

Mark G. Contreras
Chief executive officer

Stanley M. Ellis
Director, vice president

Sandra C. Hardy
Director, vice president

Charles C. Smith
Director

Shirley C. Ellis
Vice president

Stephen Ellis
Director, Courier Times Inc.

Michael G. Jameson
Vice president/publishing

Thomas J. Spurgeon
Vice president/administration

Guy T. Tasaka
Vice president/Chief digital 
officer

Michael W. White
Vice president/Chief financial 
officer

Myra Cortado
Director of business 
development

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editorials represent the opinions of the editorial board.

Michael Jameson
president, publisher

Patricia S. Walker
executive editor

Rose Venditti McIver
managing editor

Carl LaVO
editor emeritus

Guy Petroziello
editorial page editor

Jim Pitrone
community editor

Community members
Eric B. Bown
Gregory Hill
Melissa Kaufman

BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES
S.W. Calkins Sr., publisher 1954-73 

Published by Courier Times Inc. since 1954.  
Owned by Calkins Media

Bob Braun
Operations director
Deanna Fox
Advertising director
Amy Gianficaro
Community affairs 
director
David Gilmartin
Managing  
editor-digital

William Lobecker
Circulation director
Rose Venditti McIver
Managing editor-
content
Karen Naylor
Managing editor-
presentation
Patricia S. Walker
Executive editor

A8  ♦ FridAy, MArch 6, 2015

Michael G. Jameson
President and publisher

our view

O p I N I O N

By BETSY N. RENDALL
I recently learned of three 

people who currently reside at 
the Bucks County Emergency 
Homeless Shelter in Levittown. 
When asked how they ended up at 
the shelter, all had very different 
reasons.

The first was a single mom of 
two young children who left a job 
to further her education. She tried, 
without success, to find a new 
job that worked with her school 
schedule, so she lost her apartment 
because she couldn’t pay the rent. 
The second was an unemployed 
(but actively job-seeking) man in 
the middle of a divorce. His wife 
and son are living in his old house, 
but he is no longer welcome there. 
The third was a woman who was 
living in a shared apartment that 
turned into a domestic violence 
situation.

Upon entering the Bucks 
County Emergency Homeless Shel-
ter, all three felt an overwhelming 
sense of relief. They are in a safe, 
supportive environment where they 
are working hard with their case 
managers to rebuild their lives.

These three individuals, all 
of whom are Bucks County resi-
dents, are going through difficult 
times and need support from 
our community. What struck me 
most when I heard these stories 
was how normal these people are. 
They were living regular lives 
until they ended up homeless. Any 
one of them could be your friend, 
your neighbor, 
even your family 
member. If you 
ran into them at 
the grocery store, 
you’d never know 
they’re homeless.

On Saturday, 
March 21, Family 
Service Associa-
tion of Bucks County will host a 
benefit at The Fuge in Warmin-
ster to raise funds for the Bucks 
County Emergency Homeless 
Shelter. If you are a loyal reader of 
this newspaper, you will recognize 
Family Service as the organization 
behind the two recent Buck Up 
Bucks County campaigns of which 
every dollar raised went directly 
to the renovations of the shelter’s 
kitchen and, more recently, bath-
rooms. One might wonder, then, 
what is Family Service raising 
money for now? This is a valid 
question that deserves an answer.

Thanks to the generosity of so 

many people in our county, the 
shelter now has a new kitchen, 
and soon there will be brand new 
bathrooms. Both of these projects 
were necessary, as the building has 
had a lot of use since it was built 
in the late ’80s. But the shelter is 
so much more than the building 
itself.

At any given time, it is home to 
approximately 70 
men, women and 
children from all 
across the county, 
all living under 
one roof. In addi-
tion to these 70 
people, there are 
over 250 waiting 
for a chance to 

get in to the shelter. Those on the 
wait list are essentially homeless, 
living in their cars, on someone’s 
couch or even on the street. But 
in order for a spot to free up for 
them, a current resident needs to 
move out of the shelter into safe, 
affordable, long-term housing. 
This takes time and a lot of sup-
port. The shelter’s staff provides 
an array of services including case 
management, health education, 
budgeting, counseling and job 
preparation to help residents get 
back on their feet and become, 
once again, self-sufficient.

Family Service needs our 

support to continue providing 
these critical services, and the ben-
efit on March 21 is one way you 
can help residents at the shelter — 
and those on the wait list.

The event will be a fun evening 
in a unique venue. Your ticket 
includes an open bar, live music and 
hors d’oeuvres, followed by dinner, 
a live auction and a call to action. 
You’ll also have an opportunity to 
tour The Fuge’s unique, circular 
space that still houses the largest, 
most powerful human centrifuge 
the world has ever seen and have 
your photo taken inside the gon-
dola of the actual centrifuge used 
by all of America’s early astronauts 
including Neil Armstrong, Buzz 
Aldrin and John Glenn.

While Family Service oper-
ates the Bucks County Emergency 
Homeless Shelter, it really belongs 
to each and every one of us living 
here in Bucks County. Supporting 
this benefit is one way to ensure 
that the shelter and all of its pro-
grams will continue to be here for 
anyone who needs it.
Betsy N. Rendall, a resident of Langhorne, 
is chair of the Bucks County Emergency 
Homeless Shelter Benefit Committee. She 
also serves on Family Service’s Board of 
Directors.

How you can help: For information or to 
purchase tickets, visit www.fsabc.org/benefit. 
For those of who can’t make the event, 
sponsorship and advertising opportunities 
are also available.

Ensuring there will be shelter for those who need it

“They were living regular 
lives until they ended up 
homeless.

Send your comments of 25 words or less via e-mail to Vent@calkins.
com. Comments may also be mailed to the address under “Writing us.” 
Please include your name and hometown.

Gov. Tom Wolf is con-
vinced his first budget 
proposal, which calls for a 

whole lot of spending and some 
pretty hefty tax increases to pay 
for it, nevertheless is at least 
part of the solution to what he 
says are decades-old problems 
dragging down Pennsylvania.

Among those problems is the 
heavy reliance on property taxes 
to fund public schools, a situ-
ation that has produced a two-
tiered education system: school 
districts that have and school 
districts that don’t. Wolf ’s plan 
promises to deliver almost a bil-
lion dollars to aid the schools, 
prekindergarten programs and 
institutions of higher learn-
ing, and another $3.2 billion to 
enable local school districts to 
cut school property taxes in half.

The governor believes he 
can come up with the money to 
reprioritize education by rais-
ing the state income tax from 
3.07 to 3.7 percent, a 20 percent 
hike, and bumping up the state 
sales tax from 6 percent to 6.6 
percent, a 10 percent increase. 
He also wants to levy an addi-
tional 5 percent tax on natural 
gas drillers and start collect-
ing the sales tax on previously 
untaxed goods, such as candy 
and gum, personal hygiene 
products, textbooks, newspapers 
and magazines, as well as many 
professional services. (Cable 
television is also on the list, as if 
we need another bit of fat in that 
monthly bill.)

If he can get all or even some 
of that past a Republican Legis-
lature, he will be nothing short 
of a miracle worker. Republican 
lawmakers have already stamped 
a big red D-O-A on the gover-
nor’s budget — dead on arrival.

Unfortunately, that’s too 
much like what we’re seeing in 
the nation’s capital these days: 
a Democratic president and a 
Republican Congress that sim-
ply cannot or will not work 
together. Harrisburg seems 
headed in the same direction.

No one wants higher taxes. 
Yet, a great many people have 
been demanding property tax 
relief, and the lost revenue can 
only be made up by relying 
more heavily on other taxes. At 
least give the governor credit for 
proposing a new way of doing 
things and addressing perhaps 
the most unfair of all taxes.

We can see the problems 
with Wolf ’s budget. But law-
makers who choose to dismiss 
it out of hand aren’t doing any-
one any favors. There will be 
no improvement in education 
funding or anything else unless 
Republicans realize that con-
frontation makes for good head-
lines and lousy leadership. That 
goes equally for the governor.

Pennsylvanians want a gov-
ernment that works. One cir-
cus, the one in Washington, is 
plenty.

Tom Wolf 
vs. the GOP

Budget battle


